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Phase 3 of the School-based Nursery Programme: local authority multi-year funding proposal template
This template is intended to support local authorities to develop multi-year funding proposals for the School-based Nursery (SBN) Capital Grant 2027 to 2030 (phase 3). It outlines the questions local authorities will need to answer as part of their funding proposals and is provided for guidance only, to help gather the necessary information. The way in which you should submit funding proposals will be provided in an update to the guidance by spring 2026. 
When developing the funding proposal, local authorities should refer to the supporting guidance which gives details of who is eligible for the grant, how DfE will assess proposals and key dates.
Section 1 – Local authority contact information
	Question text
	Response

	Local authority name
	Free text

	Primary contact name
	Free text

	Primary contact job title
	Free text

	Primary contact email
	Free text

	Secondary contact name
	Free text

	Secondary contact job title
	Free text

	Secondary contact email
	Free text

	Third contact name (optional)
	Free text

	Third contact job title
	Free text

	Third contact email
	Free text

	Generic team email address (optional) 
	Free text




Section 2 – Local authority need
Please outline your assessment of the local need for SBN project(s) in your local area and how SBN project(s) put forward support your local authority’s childcare sufficiency duty. You may want to provide data at, for example, ward level. 
	Question
	Response

	What childcare sufficiency gaps have you identified in your local authority? 
Please ensure your response describes the following points:
· sources of information you have used to assess local need, such as
· sufficiency assessments
· parent surveys
· engagement with local childcare providers
· new local housing developments
· what this information shows about gaps or shortfalls in your local authority, such as 
· lack of places for specific age groups
· limited wraparound or holiday childcare
· inaccessible childcare for disadvantaged families / children with SEND 
· specific need in a rural location 

	Free text (max 500 words) 

	How do proposed SBN project(s) in your funding proposal directly address the gaps identified? 

Please ensure your response describes the following points:
· alignment to your Best Start Local Plan
how proposed SBN project(s) improve childcare sufficiency in your local authority, such as
· increasing capacity
· improving accessibility
· enhance flexibility for working families
	Free text (max 500 words) 



Section 3 – Individual project eligibility criteria
The local authority will need to confirm the following eligibility criteria per proposed SBN project: 
· project aim – the proposed project will result in a net increase in the number of childcare places, taking into account any existing provisions on site or nearby, including that delivered by external providers 
· project timeline – the proposed project will be operational and offering new childcare places by September 2030 at the latest. 
· landowner permission – there is written permission from the relevant freehold landowner (for example, the local authority, foundation/trust, or religious body) to use the land for nursery provision and carry out the proposed works
· project classification: the proposed project is either: 
· an SBN located on a state-funded primary-phase school site in England that already offer early education (e.g., reception classes); 
· part of a maintained nursery school (MNS) site in England; 
· part of a Best Start Family Hub (BSFH) site. This can include both existing BSFHs, or those in the process of being set-up. It can also include those co-located on a school site as well as those not on a school site.
· previous SBN grant participation – if the proposed school received funding through the SBN capital grant funding 2024-2025 or SBN capital grant funding 2025-2026, the proposed project adds new places beyond what was delivered in earlier phases and offers good value for money








Section 4 – Individual project information (to be completed for each proposed SBN project)
About the school or BSFH
	Question
	Response

	Name of Primary School, Best Start Family Hub or Maintained Nursery School at which the project would be undertaken
	Free text 

	Estate type
	Dropdown list
· Academy converter
· Academy sponsor led
· Community school
· Foundation school
· Free school
· Voluntary aided school
· Voluntary controlled school
· Best Start Family Hub 
· Maintained Nursery School 

	(If Primary School or Maintained Nursery School) 
Unique Reference Number (URN)

	Free text

	(If Best Start Family Hub)
Unique Property Reference Number (UPRN)
	Free text (optional – may not have one if a new BSFH)


	(If Academy/Trust) 
Name of academy trust or multi academy trust
	Free text 

	(If Academy/Trust) 
Companies House number
	Free text 

	Project address and postcode
	Free text 




Current nursery provision and capacity 
	Question
	Response

	Does the project have existing nursery provision? 
	Dropdown list
· Yes – School run
· Yes – Governor run
· Yes – MAT run
· Yes – PVI or childminder run
· Yes – Local authority run (select only if BSFH project)
· No

	(If applicable)
What is the current capacity of existing nursery provision?
Indicate current 2025 to 2026 academic year nursery capacity. If there is no existing nursery, please enter 0 for each.
This should reflect the maximum number of children at any given time in the nursery space, not necessarily the total capacity of the space, for example if the staff structure doesn't allow. Do not double-count places used in both morning and afternoon sessions – only include the highest number of children expected to be present at once.
	Number 
· Under 2 years of age 
· 2 years of age
· 3 – 4 years of age
· Total capacity


	(If applicable) 
What is the current opening hours of the existing nursery provision? 
	Free text 
24-hour time for each: 
· Monday 
· Tuesday
· Wednesday
· Thursday
· Friday
· Saturday
· Sunday


	(If applicable) 
Does the existing nursery provision offer holiday childcare?
	Choice
· Yes
· No



	(If applicable) 
What is the current holiday opening hours of the existing nursery provision?
	Free text 
24-hour time for each: 
· Monday 
· Tuesday
· Wednesday
· Thursday
· Friday
· Saturday
· Sunday




Delivery of new or extended nursery provision
	Question
	Response

	How will the nursery provision be delivered?
	Dropdown list
· School-led
· Multi-Academy Trust (MAT)-led 
· Governor-run (maintained schools only)
· Private, Voluntary or Independent (PVI) provider-run (excluding childminders)
· Local authority-run (if BSFH site)
· Childminder-run


	(If PVI or childminder-run) 
What is the name of the PVI or Childminder(s) who will be delivering the nursery provision?
	Free text 

	(If applicable) 
What is the provider’s Ofsted EY unique reference number? (e.g., EY123456 or 0123456) 
	Free text






New or extended nursery capacity and opening times 
	Question
	Response

	Indicate the new nursery capacity for each age group. The total must be greater than the current capacity for 2025-2026 as detailed earlier in the proposal.
This should reflect the maximum number of children at any given time in the nursery space, not necessarily the total capacity of the space, for example if the staff structure doesn't allow. Do not double-count places used in both morning and afternoon sessions – only include the highest number of children expected to be present at once.
	Number 
· Under 2 years of age 
· 2 years of age
· 3 – 4 years of age
· Total capacity

	What will be the opening hours of the nursery provision? Term-time opening hours. 
If not applicable for a particular day, leave blank.
	Free text - 24-hour time for each: 
· Monday 
· Tuesday
· Wednesday
· Thursday
· Friday
· Saturday
· Sunday

	Will the nursery offer holiday childcare?
	Dropdown list
· Yes 
· No

	(If applicable) 
What is the planned holiday opening hours of the nursery provision?
If not applicable for a particular day, leave blank.
	Free text - 24-hour time for each: 
· Monday 
· Tuesday
· Wednesday
· Thursday
· Friday
· Saturday
· Sunday


Project timeline 
	Question
	Response

	What is the intended start date for the project?
This is the date trade(s) intend to start on site doing the work.
	MM/YYYY

	If the project started at the time stated above, when would the project be expected to finish?
	MM/YYYY

	When will the new nursery places become operational?
This is the date on which the new provision will become available and new pupils will be in attendance.
	MM/YYYY

	DfE may move successful projects to start in another year(s) to effectively manage the programme’s affordability.
If the project can begin in another financial year, please identify which other year(s) it could be undertaken in. 
To note, the proposed projects must be operational and offering new childcare places by September 2030.
	Tick all that apply 

· Not flexible
· FY 2027-28 (04/2027 – 03/2028) 
· FY 2028-29 (04/2028 – 03/2029)
· FY 2029-30 (04/2029 – 03/2030)







Project and additional funding costs
	Question
	Response

	What type of project is it? If the project spans multiple types as listed in Annex B of the guidance document which defines different project types, please select the type that most aligns. 
	Dropdown list
· Light refurbishment 
· Medium refurbishment 
· Heavy refurbishment 
· Extension 
· New build

	What is the gross internal floor area (m2) that will be created and/or refurbished as part of the project? 
	Number

	If works also include outdoor areas, what is the overall site area (m2) that will be part of the works?
	Number

	How much DfE SBN capital funding is being requested for this project? 
	£Amount 

	Of this funding, how much is the contingency allowance? 
	£Amount

	Is the contingency allowance more than 10% of the total SBN capital funding being requested?
	Dropdown list: 
· Yes
· No

	(If Yes)
Please provide justification of it being over 10%. 
	Free text (max 200 words) 

	How much of the SBN grant funding requested (including the contingency allowance) will the project require in each of the following Financial Years (FY)? 
	£Amount for each (if applicable) 
· FY 27-28 
· FY 28-29
· FY 29-30

	Will the project be supported by funding from other sources?
	Dropdown list: 
· Yes
· No

	(If Yes)
How much additional funding will be used?
	£Amount 

	(If Yes)
What is the source or sources of the additional funding?
	Free text (max 150 words) 

	What is the total project cost? 
This is the SBN grant funding plus any additional funding. 
	£Amount 


Planning permission, significant change and childcare registration
	Question
	Response

	Is planning permission and/or listed building consent (LBC) required for the proposed use and/or building works? 
	Dropdown list
· Yes
· No

	(If yes)
What stage has the planning and/or LBC Permission application reached?
	Dropdown list
· The project already has planning permission and/or LBC
· An application for planning permission and/or LBC has been made and the decision is pending 
· An application for planning permission and/or LBC needs to be submitted 

	(Academies only)
Does the following statement apply to the project? 
“The project will result in a reduction in capacity of physical teaching space i.e. classroom space by over 30 (i.e. 31 or more) places.”
	Dropdown list
· Yes
· No

	If Yes, the project requires a Significant Change Approval.
Upload a summary of the consultation (maximum 500 words), including:
· who was consulted (e.g. parents, staff, local community, diocese)
· the dates of the consultation 
· a brief overview of the consultation process
· key outcomes and feedback
	Uploaded document (max 500 words)

	Childcare registration - will the nursery require any of the following?  
	Dropdown list
A notification to Ofsted to inform them of changes to existing Ofsted early years registration
· A new Ofsted early years registration or registration with a Childminder Agency
· None of the above – our nursery will be exempt from Early Years registration


Project overview 
	Question
	Response

	Please outline an overview of the proposed project. Please ensure your response describes all these points:
a summary of the project, outlining the works required to deliver the proposed new nursery places
· justification of project costs including any abnormal costs. For example:
· listed building site constraints
· planning restrictions
· infrastructure challenges
· projects with high cost per place because of small cohorts
· projects spanning multiple types of works (e.g. where a project aligns most with medium refurbishment as per the project costs section above, but also includes an extension which drives cost per place higher)
· requirements relating to local development plans such as enhanced Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) and environmental factors such as flood mitigation, contaminated land, poor ground condition



	Free text (max 500 words) 

	Is the school participating in the DfE’s School Rebuilding Programme (SRP)? 
	Dropdown 
· Yes
· No


	(If Yes) 

Provide an overview of discussions with your assigned DfE delivery team and its potential impact on SRP delivery


	Free text (max 200 words)

	(If Best Start Family Hubs)
Is the Best Start Family Hub co-located with a school? 
To note, Best Start Family Hubs are not required to be co-located with a school to be eligible for this grant. 
	Dropdown
· Yes
· No 

	(If Best Start Family Hubs)
Nurseries proposed in Best Start Family Hubs should have links to local schools. 
Please describe how the Best Start Family Hub works with or plans to work with primary school(s)? 
Please include information on: 
· name of schools 
· type of links e.g. to support transition into school, identifying and supporting families with specific needs such as SEND, co-ordinating parental engagement activities, information sharing and referral pathways
	Free text (max 250 words)



Section 5 – Declaration 
As part of the process for DfE’s SBN capital grant 2027-2030, the local authority will need to sign a declaration that confirms the local authority supports the proposed nursery projects submitted and that the provisions will adhere to the quality standards and statutory requirements outlined below. 
Quality declaration
The local authority agrees that: 
· the proposed project(s) demonstrate a commitment to delivering high-quality early education that aligns with the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) statutory framework, including inclusive practice, effective safeguarding, and support for children from disadvantaged backgrounds (such as children eligible for free school meals or early years pupil premium) and any other specific groups of children, such as those with SEND or English as an Additional Language (EAL).
· they will support the school and/or Best Start Family Hub (BSFH) nursery in meeting any necessary Ofsted registration requirements.
· they are satisfied that the nurseries proposed will be appropriately staffed during the time they are open. 
· they are satisfied that any projects proposed by settings meet quality requirements, even if their most recent Ofsted inspection shows:
· for inspections before September 2024: an overall effectiveness judgement below ‘Good’
· for inspections between September 2024 and November 2025: one or more key judgements rated below ‘Good’
· for inspections since November 2025: one or more evaluated areas assessed as below the ’Expected standard’
· they are satisfied that due care and diligence will be undertaken in executing the works, including health and safety and regulatory compliance, and that the Establishing SBN provision guidance has been considered and adhered to where appropriate. 
Policy declaration
The local authority agrees that: 
· there has been due consideration of the local market with the project enhancing the overall local offer without negatively impacting provision in close proximity, including that delivered by external providers. 
· the quality and capacity of current childcare providers have been evaluated, and the proposed projects address genuine gaps in provision based on clear evidence of unmet demand. Future demand has also been considered, including housing developments and demographic changes.
· the proposed project(s) meet the indoor space and outdoor access requirements as outlined in the EYFS framework.
· they have considered how the proposed settings can provide early years provision to meet the needs of all families, including working parents, low-income households, vulnerable children, children with SEND
· they have engaged with the school and/or BSFH nursery to ensure that the proposal reflects local market conditions and supports parental choice and flexibility (e.g., the ability to offer childcare from 8am to 6pm and during school holidays).
· they have ensured the childcare places created by the new nursery provision will support the delivery of the government’s early education and childcare entitlements 
· they have ensured the delivery of all proposed projects will not hinder their capacity to fulfil other statutory and non-statutory duties, including but not limited to free breakfast clubs
· they have discussed and agreed with the school or BSFH how project delivery should be managed (for example if the local authority retains responsibility of project delivery, or if the school/MAT/BSFH will manage delivery). Whether the local authority delivers the project directly or delegates responsibilities to the school/MAT/BSFH, local authorities remain accountable for project assurance and compliance with funding terms and conditions
Quality assurance declaration
The local authority agrees that: 
· to the best of their knowledge, the information provided is complete and accurate, demonstrating that the relevant criteria have been met. Any applicable supporting documents have been included, and no information submitted is false or misleading. 
· they have engaged with ALL interested and eligible schools and MATs in the local area to support the development of the funding proposal and can provide evidence to demonstrate this if required
· they have explored alternative options and confirm that, to the best of their knowledge, the selected projects represent the most suitable, effective and value for money approach to meet the intended objectives and would be able to provide evidence of this if requested by DfE
· the financial sustainability of all proposed projects has been considered
· if planning permission and/or listed building consent is required, they have   discussed the proposals in principle with the LPA, including to identify any site constraints and planning issues which could represent a significant risk in terms of delay in securing the necessary permissions and that they have identified any such risks as part of the funding application
· potential projects have been encouraged to take a sustainable business approach to planning, supported by the business sustainability tool kit
if the use of AI tools has been used to support the generation of the proposal, content has been checked and verified for accuracy
Legal and compliance declaration
The local authority agrees that: 
· due regard has been given to duties under the Public Sector Equality Duty
· the projects proposed will comply with all relevant statutory obligations, including public procurement regulations and guidance
· the governing body, relevant freehold landowner, and, where applicable, the religious authority support each proposal being put forward
· funding will be used solely for the eligible costs of the specified works
· grant funding will only be used for eligible costs incurred after the grant is awarded. Retrospective claims will not be accepted. A contingency has been considered and included in the cost planning to account for unexpected costs.
· any conflicts of interest (such as relationships with technical advisors or contractors) have been declared, recorded, and appropriate action taken
· no prior DfE funding has been received that would result in double funding. For example, if funding was received through the 2023–24 Childcare Expansion Capital Grant, or phase 1 or 2 of the SBN grant this project must deliver additional places
· Regardless of project completion date, all allocated funding must be spent by 30 September 2030
· DfE will not be liable for additional costs above the grant awarded and you will provide regular updates to DfE as required
· should this project be successful, the procurement of this contract will be in accordance with the Local Authority’s Standing Orders and the lowest tender that meets your requirements should be accepted, unless clear evidence and rationale supports otherwise and unless prior agreement is given by DfE
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Question text  Response  

Local authority name  Free text  

Primary contact name  Free text  

Primary contact job title  Free text  

Primary contact email  Free text  

Secondary contact name  Free text  

Secondary contact job title  Free text  

Secondary contact email  Free text  

Third   contact name   (optional)  Free text  

Third  contact job title  Free text  

Third  contact email  Free text  

Generic team email address   (optional)   Free text  

   

